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Zightu-tighth Congress of the Wnited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washingion on Tuesday, the seventh day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and sixty-four
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An Act

To establish a National Wilderness Preservation System for the permanent good
of the whole people, and for other purposes.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,
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SHORT TITLE
SecrioN 1. This Act may be cited as the “Wilderness Act”.
WILDERNESS SYSTEM ESTABLISHED STATEMENT OF POLICY

Sec. 2. (a) In order to assure that an increasing population, accom-
panied by expanding settlement and growing m(*(lnm/,(ltlon does not,
occupy and modify all areas within the United States and its posses-
sions, leaving no lands designated for preservation and protection in
their natural condition, it is hereby declared to be the policy of the
Congress to secure for the American people of present and future
vrenernnons the benefits of an enduring resource of wilderness. For
this purpose there is hereby established a National Wilderness Preser-
vation System to be composed of federally owned areas designated by
Congress as “wilderness areas”, and these shall be administered for
the use and enjoyment of the American people in such manner as will
leave them unimpaired for future use and enjoyment as wilderness, and
so as to provide for the protection of these areas, the preservation of
their wilderness character, and for the gathering and dissemination of
information regarding their use and en]oyment as \\llderness, and no
Federal lands shall be. designated as “wilderness areas” except as pro-
vided for in this Act or bv a_subsequent Act.

(b) The inclusion of an area in the National Wilderness Preservation
System notwithstanding, the area shall continue to be managed by the
Department and agency having jurisdiction thereover immediately
before its inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System
unless otherwise provided by Act of Congress. No appropriation shall
be available for the payment of expenses or salaries for the adminis-
tration of the National Wilderness Preservation System as a separate
unit nor shall any appropriations be available for additional personnel
stated as being required solely for the purpose of managing or
administering areas solely because they are included within _the
National Wilderness Preservation System.

DEFINITION OF WILDERNESS

(¢) A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and his
own works dominate the landscape, is hereby recognized as an area
where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man,
where man himself is a visitor who does not remain. An area of
wilderness is further defined to mean in this Act an area of unde-
veloped Federal land retaining its primeval character and influence,
without permanent improv ements or human habitation, which is pro-
tected and managed so as to preserve its natural conditions and which
(1) generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of
n'mue, with the imprint of man’s work substantially unnoticeable;
(2) has outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and un-
confined type of recreation; (3) has at least five thousand acres of land
or is of sufficient size as to make practicable its preservation and use in
3 an unimpaired condition; and (4) may also contain ecological, geo-
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causes to be relinquished to the United States the mineral interest in
the surrounded land.

b) In any case where valid mining claims or other valid occu-
pancies are wholly within a designated national forest wilderness
area, the Secretary of Agriculture shall, by reasonable regulations
consistent with the preservation of the area as wilderness, permit
ingress and egress to such surrounded areas by means which have been
or are being customarily enjoyed with respect to other such areas
similarly situated.

(¢) Subject to the appropriation of funds by Congress, the Secre-
tary of Agriculture is authorized to acquire privately owned land
within the perimeter of any area designated by this Act as wilderness
if (1) the owner concurs in such acquisition or (2) the acquisition is
specifically authorized by Congress.

GIFTS, BEQUESTS, AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Skc. 6. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture may accept gifts or bequests
of land within wilderness areas designated by this Act for preservation
as wilderness. The Secretary of Agriculture may also accept gifts or
bequests of land adjacent to wilderness areas designated by this Act
for preservation as wilderness if he has given sixty days advance notice
thereof to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives. Land accepted by the Secretary of Agriculture under
this section shall become part of the wilderness area involved. Regula-
tions with regard to any such land may be in accordance with such
agreements, consistent with the policy of this Act, as are made at the
time of such gift, or such conditions, consistent with such policy, as
may be included in, and accepted with, such bequest.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of the Interior is
authorized to accept private contributions and gifts to be used to fur-
ther the purposes of this Act.

ANNUAL REPORTS

Sec. 7. At the opening of each session of Congress, the Secretaries
of Agriculture and Interior shall jointly report to the President for
transmission to Congress on the status of the wilderness system, includ-
ing a list and descriptions of the areas in the system, regulations in
effect, and other pertinent information, together with any recommenda-
tions they may care to make.
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